Introduction

Finance Division publishes ‘Bangladesh Economic Review’ as one of the background documents
of the national budget. This publication highlights the status of socio-economic conditions of the
country by presenting and reviewing data on macroeconomic progress. The Bangla version of the
Review was published and presented along with other budget documents during the Budget
Session in June, 2015. In this version, data has been updated up to June, 2015.

2. This document contains fifteen chapters and sixty-three statistical appendices. Chapter one
provides a brief review of the current macro-economic situation of Bangladesh. Chapter two to
six covers assessment of the country’s macroeconomic fundamentals including gross domestic
product, savings and investment, price, wages and employment, fiscal and monetary
management as well as external sector. In the sectoral chapters (chapter seven to twelve)
development in major sectors, for example; agriculture, industry, power and energy, transport
and communications and human resource have been discussed. Chapter thirteen and fourteen
respectively focus on thrust sectors and provides brief analysis of the government initiatives for
poverty reduction and private sector development. Chapter fifteen reviews various initiatives to
sustain environmental development. Colored charts, graphs, statistical tables and boxes, where
relevant, have been used for further enhancement of analysis.

3. I'would like to place on record my sincere thanks to the Economic Adviser and other officers
of the Economic Adviser’s Wing for their determined efforts to publish this document in time. I
would also like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the relevant Ministries/Divisions/
Departments for their earnest cooperation in providing useful information.

4. 1 hope this publication will be very helpful to the planners, policy makers, researchers,
students and other users. Any suggestion and comment for further improvement of this document
will be highly appreciated.
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