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CHAPTER 7 

AGRICULTURE 
 

The overall contribution of the broad agriculture sector at constant prices is projected 21.11 
percent of GDP in 2006-07. The contribution of this broad sector was 21.84 percent in 2005-06. 
Though, the direct contribution of the agriculture sector decreased slightly in 2006-07, it has 
indirect contribution to the overall growth of GDP. The growth of broad service sector, 
particularly the growth of wholesale and retail trade, hotel and restaurants, transport and 
communication sectors was strongly supported by the agriculture sector. Besides, about 52 percent 
of the total labour forces of the country are engaged in agriculture (BBS Labour Force Survey, 
2002-2003). The country earned US$ 772.7 million in FY 2005-06 by exporting agricultural 
products which is 7.34 percent of total export earnings. In FY 2006-07, the export earnings from 
agricultural products stood at US$ 1,070 million, which is 10.05 percent of total export earnings. 
Besides, the exports of main agricultural commodities such as, raw jute, jute goods, tea, frozen 
foods, the government has taken initiatives to increase exports of non-traditional agricultural 
commodities, which is consistent with the export policy.  

Within the broad agriculture sector, the contribution of agriculture and forestry, and fisheries are 
estimated at 16.38 percent and 4.73 percent respectively in FY 2006-07. In FY 2005-06, the 
contribution of these two sectors was 16.98 percent and 4.86 percent respectively. According to 
the provisional estimate of GDP for FY 2006-07, the contribution of the three sub-sectors of 
agriculture and fisheries sector are: crops and vegetables (11.72%), livestock (2.90%) and forestry 
(1.76%). 

Management of Agriculture 

In the light of National Agriculture Policy, 1999, the government has been steering a range of 
development projects/programmes in agriculture sector. An Action Plan is in place for proper 
implementation of National Agriculture Policy. Along with poverty reduction, this Action Plan 
will assist in building a sustainable food security system by achieving optimum growth in 
agriculture. Considering the changing situation at national and international levels, the preparation 
of a new National Agriculture Policy is in the process of finalisation to provide proper guidance 
for developing agriculture of Bangladesh in future. Measures have been taken to put in place a 
more robust and effective national agricultural research arrangements and at the same time 
emphasis has been laid on increased coordination between research and extension. Besides, efforts 
are underway to bring about overall improvement in agriculture by taking a range of steps like 
protection of ever-increasing erosion of soil, assessing utility of irrigation water, monitoring abuse 
of land and preventing crop nutrition deficiencies.  

Steps have been taken for testing soils at field levels across the country through mobile soil 
laboratories. Steps have been taken to increase supply of quality seeds through BADC. Sample 
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seeds are being tested at farm level by the seed certification agency. Strengthening and 
restructuring process of the Seed Certification Agency is under way for providing proper 
certification service for the production and marketing of seeds in private sector. Besides, various 
research institutes like Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute (BARI), Bangladesh Rice 
Research Institute (BRRI), Bangladesh Sugarcane Research Institute, Bangladesh Institute of 
Nuclear Agriculture (BINA) and other associated institutes have been developing new 
technologies, HYVs, in their respective fields. Application of newly developed technologies is 
ultimately contributing to enrich the country through increased agricultural production. Despite 
significant achievement in food grains production, Bangladesh has much potential to increase crop 
production through the application of biotechnology and this potentiality is now being explored. 

Food Grains Production 

Food grains production target for FY 2005-06 has been estimated at 314.39 lakh metric tons of 
which Aus accounts for 20.45 lakh metric tons, Aman 130.20 lakh metric tons, Boro 150.54 lakh 
metric tons and wheat 13.20 lakh metric ton. According to the final estimates, the volume of food 
grains production in FY 2005-06 was 272.68 lakh metric tons of which Aus accounted for 17.45 
lakh metric tons, Aman 108.10 lakh metric tons, Boro 139.75 lakh metric tons and wheat 7.35 lakh 
metric tons. In FY 2006-07, a target for food grains production has been set at 329.75 lakh metric 
tons (Aus 22.22 lakh metric tons, Aman 131.80 lakh metric tons, Boro 167.40 lakh metric tons and 
wheat 8.38 lakh metric tons). According to the estimate of BBS, the actual output of Aus finally 
stood at 15.12 lakh metric tons while Aman recorded an output of 108.41 lakh metric tons. The 
yield of wheat was 7.37 lakh metric tons in FY 2006-07. For the increased production of Boro this 
year, the total foodgrains production will be around 145.00 lakh metric tons. Table 7.1 represents 
the food grains productions status from FY 2000-01 to FY 2006-07:   

Table 7.1: Foodgrain Production 
       (In lakh metric ton) 

Food 
Grains 

2000-01 
 

2001-02 
 

2002-03 
 

2003-04 
 

2004-05 
 

2005-06 
 

2006-07 
 

Aus 
Aman 
Boro 
Total Rice 
Wheat 
Maize 

     19.16  
112.50 
119.21 
250.87 
16.70 
1.49 

18.08 
107.26 
127.66 
243.00 
16.06 
1.52 

18.51 
111.15 
122.22 
251.88 
15.07 
1.75 

18.32 
115.21 
128.37 
261.90 
12.53 
2.41 

15.00 
98.20 

138.37 
251.57 

9.76 
3.56 

17.45 
108.10 
139.75 
265.53 

7.35 
5.22 

15.12 
108.41 

145.00* 
268.53 

7.37 
8.50* 

Total 269.06 260.58 268.70 276.43 264.89 277.87 284.40 
 Source: Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS), * Provisional  

Food Budget 

Domestic Procurement of Food Grains 

Budgetary target of domestic food grains procurement for FY 2006-07 is 11.50 lakh metric tons 
(rice: 11.00 lakh metric tons and wheat: 0.50 lakh metric tons). The actual quantity of rice 
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procured under the domestic procurement programme in this year was 11.44 lakh metric tons 
(Boro 9.81 lakh metric tons and Aman 1.63 lakh metric tons). 

Food Grains Import by the Public Sector  

The budgetary provision of food grain imports by government’s own resources for FY 2006-07 is 
3.00 lakh metric tons (rice: 1.00 lakh metric tons and wheat: 2.00 lakh metric tons). Considering 
the domestic production prospects of wheat the government decided to import 2.37 lakh metric 
tons of wheat only from its own resources to meet the wheat requirement. On the other hand, the 
quantity of food aid has been received by the government during the year was 90 thousand metric 
tons (rice: 25 thousand metric tons and wheat: 65 thousand metric tons) against budgetary target of 
2.54 lakh metric tons (rice: 0.04 lakh metric tons and wheat: 2.50 lakh metric tons). The total 
quantity of public import of food grains for FY 2006-07 was 2.11 lakh metric tons (rice: 0.25 lakh 
metric tons and wheat: 1.86 lakh metric tons). The total public import of food grains in FY 2005-
06 was 2.97 lakh metric tons (rice: 0.34 lakh metric tons and wheat: 2.63 lakh metric tons). 

Food Grains Import by the Private Sector 

The food grains imported by the private sector in FY 2005-06 was 22.65 lakh metric tons (rice: 
4.98 lakh metric tons and wheat: 17.67 lakh metric tons). In FY 2006-07, 22.09 lakh metric tons 
food grains (rice: 6.95 lakh metric tons and wheat: 15.14 lakh metric tons) was imported by the 
private sector. 

Overall Import of Food Grains 

The overall import of food grains for FY 2005-06 was 25.62 lakh metric tons (rice: 5.32 lakh 
metric tons and wheat: 20.30 lakh metric tons). In FY 2006-07, the overall food grains import 
reached at 24.33 lakh metric tons (rice: 7.20 lakh metric tons and wheat: 17.13 lakh metric tons). 

Public Food Distribution 

The target for food grains distribution through public food distribution system for FY 2006-07 was 
16.72 lakh metric tons (rice: 13.20 lakh metric tons and wheat: 3.52 lakh metric tons) which was 
revised at 16.06 lakh metric tons. The quantity of food grains has been distributed during the 
period were 14.80 lakh metric tons (rice: 12.87 lakh metric tons and wheat: 1.93 lakh metric tons).   

Seed and Planting Materials 

Bangladesh Agriculture Development Corporation (BADC), has been producing variety of seeds 
through 23 Seed Multiplication Farms and 15 Contract Growers Zones. Besides, BADC has been 
producing through Contract Growers the potato seed of 1 farm, jute seed of 2 farms, pulses and oil 
seeds of 3 farms and vegetables seeds by other farms. Achievement of production and distribution 
of seeds through BADC’s own farms and Contract Growers for FY 2005-06 and the production 
and distribution targets of seeds for FY 2006-07 are shown in Table 7.2.     
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Table 7.2: Seed Production and Distribution through Seed Multiplication Farms and 
Contract Growers Zone  

(In metric ton) 
     

2005-2006 2006-2007 (production) 2006-2007  
(distribution) 

Seed 

Production Distribution Target Achievement Target Achievement 
Paddy 34029 33205 48920 47358 39416 39118 
Wheat 13392 12415 24000 18278 20056 19834 
Potato 11506 8702 18000 12450 11182 10616 
Jute 393 468 1250 1056 1200 1088 
Oil seed 435 426 699 526 511 442 
Pulse 275 275 750 509 384 340 
Maize 240 222 300 155 226 224 
Vegetables 75 96 91 79 54 43 
Total 60345 55809 94010 80411 73029 71705 

Source: BADC 

Currently, production and distribution activities of high yielding varieties of vegetables, fruits, 
sapling, plant grafting etc. are under way through 13 Agro Service Centre (ACS) and 9 
Horticulture Development Centre. Besides, technical assistance has been provided to farmers 
through proper training on the production of vegetables, fruits, sapling, plant grafting etc. In this 
area, achievement for FY 2005-06 and production and distribution targets for FY 2006-07 are 
shown in the table 7.3 below:    

Table 7.3: Seeds Production and Distribution Programmes by ASC and Horticulture 
Development Centre 

 
2005-2006 2006-2007  

(Production) 
2006-2007 

(Distribution) 
Item 

Production Distribution Target Achievement Target Achievement 
Vegetables (MT) 202000 202000 268226 260256 268226 260256 
Vegetables seed (kg)  5951 5951 5300 1489 5300 1489 
Coconut seedling (‘000) 595 595 296 286 296 286 
Seedling, grafts/ 
gooties of fruits  (‘000) 

4466 4466 2300 2300 2300 2300 

Fruits (MT) 2530 2530 36461 36336 36461 36336 
Seedling, grafts/ 
gooties (‘000)  
of flowers 

1450 1450 1350 850 1350 850 

Vegetables/spice 
seedling (‘000) 

14876 14876 3500 3350 3500 3350 

Spices seedling 
(‘000) 

67 67 943 778 943 778 

Source: BADC, Ministry of Agriculture. 

Fertiliser 

In FY 2005-06, the total quantity of fertilizer use was 36.83 lakh metric tons which decreased to 
35.52 lakh metric tons in FY 2006-07. The use of urea fertilizer alone was the highest. In FY 
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2005-06, the use of urea was 24.51 lakh metric tons which increased to 25.15 lakh metric tons in 
FY 2006-07. The year-wise use of Fertilisers is shown in table 7.4 below:  

Table 7.4: Use of Chemical Fertiliser 
                                                                                                                               ('000' metric ton) 

Type of 
Fertiliser 

2001-02 
 

2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 

Urea 2247.42 2247.00 2324.08 2523.39 2451.37 2515.00 
TSP 401.46 375.13 361.0 420.03 436.47 340.00 
DAP 127.03 112.01 90.0 140.71 145.00 115.00 
MP 233.24 270.62 240.0 260.38 290.67 230.00 
SSP 127.12 132.25 148.0 170.93 130.39 122.00 
NPKS 12.87 26.00 45.0 90.0 110.00 125.00 
AS 20.08 10.00 9.0 5.59 6.32 0 
Zinc 0.24 5.00 7.0 8.0 7.50 26.00 
Gypsum 115.57 150.52 140.0 135.7 104.95 72.00 
Total 3285.03 3338.80 3364.08 3754.73 3862.67 3545.00 

Source: MMIS, Ministry of Agriculture 

To ensure proper distribution of fertilizer, the Ministry of Agriculture has been regularly 
supervising and monitoring the fertilizer situation in the country. In order to ensure smooth supply 
to districts as per estimated monthly demand of urea, restriction has been imposed on the 
movement of urea from particular district/upazila command areas. But there is no such restriction 
on the movement of super granules urea. The smooth supply of fertilizer and its distribution have 
been made possible due to close monitoring of supply, stock, availability, price and evaluation of 
performance of dealers by the District Fertilizer and Seed Monitoring Committee and introduction 
of upazila-based dealership network and monitoring of fertilizer centrally by a National Co-
ordination Committee. The price situation has been under control and within the reach of the 
farmers and smuggling and black market trade of fertilizer has also been under control. To avoid 
any crisis of urea fertilizer during the peak season, the system of maintaining buffer stock of urea 
by BCIC has been introduced. 

Since FY 1995-96 urea super/mega granules are being manufactured and marketed through private 
sector. Super/mega-granules are also being used in other rabi crops. Besides, use of different types 
of mixed fertilizer is being encouraged for balanced use of fertilizer. To encourage the balanced 
use of fertilizer, 25 percent subsidy on import are being provided for TSP, DAP and MP since FY 
2004-05. 

Irrigation 

Considering the issue of boosting agricultural production and reduction of fuel costs along with 
reduction of misuse of water, the irrigation water management at farm level has been made one of the 
principal objectives of National Agricultural Policy. There are continued efforts to intensify and 
increase crop production and crop diversification by ensuring well integrated and planned use of both 
surface and under-ground water while protecting environment. A number of projects are being 
implemented in different places of the country for the development of irrigation, proper use of the 
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surface and ground water, extension of irrigation facilities in drought-prone areas and poverty 
reduction through command area development. However, BADC has strengthened the minor 
irrigation programme to develop irrigation by expanding minor irrigation facilities. The irrigated land 
area from FY 2001-02 to FY 2006-07 is shown in Table 7.5:  

Table 7.5: Area Under Irrigation 
     (Aea in Hectare) 

Types of Irrigation 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 
A) Surface Water: 
     Major Irrigation 
     LLP 
     Traditional   

 
469575 
761439 
182240 

 
485000 
764300 
176280 

 
487000 
766153 
175200 

 
605570 
838377 
107000 

 
785220 
803170 

- 

 
618549 
810027 
137064 

Sub-Total (A) 1413254 1425580 1428353 1550947 1588390 1565640 
B) Ground Water 
     Deep Tube Well 
     Light Tube Well 
     (Surface/Deep/Very   
      Deep Set) 
     Others  

 
581599 

2747098 
 
 

62518 

 
583692 

2756558 
 
 

58122 

 
583692 

2776557 
 
 

44397 

 
654189 

3159899 
 
 
- 

 
700662 

3120607 
 
 
- 

 
725258 

3196127 
 
 

14403 

Sub-Total (B) 3391215 3398372 3404646 3814088 3821269 3945788 
Total Irrigation (A and B) 4804469 4823952 4832999 5365035 5409659 5501428 

Source: Department of Agricultural Extension, Ministry of Agriculture. 

Agricultural Credit 

To uphold the role of agriculture sector and rural areas in the overall socio-economic development 
of the country, the government has been continuing the distribution programmes of agriculture and 
rural credit through Nalionalised Commercial Banks (NCBs). Alongwith providing credit in 
agricultural sector, NCBs and agricultural banks are also conducting activities for micro credit for 
poverty alleviation. The target of credit disbursement through Bangladesh Krishi Bank, Rajshahi 
Krishi Unnayan Bank, Nationalised Commercial Banks, Bangladesh Rural Development Board 
and Bangladesh Samobay Bank has been fixed at Tk.6351.30 crore for FY 2006-07. Out of which, 
Tk. 5292.51 crore has been disbursed which is 83.33 percent of the target. During FY 2005-06, 
disbursement stood at Tk. 5496.21 crore against the target of Tk 5892.21 crore. The overall 
situation relating to agricultural credit during FY 2000-01 to FY 2006-07 is presented in Table 7.6.  

Table 7.6: Agricultural Credit Disbursement, Recovery and Outstanding Balance 
                         (In crore Tk.) 

Fiscal Year Target Disbursement Recovery Balance 
2000-01 3265.92 3019.67 2877.87 11137.26 
2001-02 3326.64 2954.91 3259.66 11498.13 
2002-03 3560.53 3278.37 3516.31 11913.35 
2003-04 4378.94 4048.41 3135.32 12705.95 
2004-05 5537.91 4956.78 3171.15 14039.84 
2005-06 5892.21 5496.21 4164.35 15376.79 
2006-07 6351.30 5292.51 4676.00 14582.56 

          Source: Bangladesh Bank. 
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Agricultural Subsidy  

To increase the agriculture production, the government has given TK 1100 crore as agriculture 
subsidy for FY 2005-06. Due to price hike of fertilizer in international market and recent increase of 
fuel price, the agricultural subsidy for FY 2006-07 has been estimated at Tk 2000 crore, of which Tk. 
1100 crore will be needed for fertiliser subsidy. In addition to the subsidy, the government is also 
providing incentives for agricultural development such as, 30 percent cash incentive is being 
provided to agricultural exports, 20 percent rebate on utility bills of agro-based industries. To 
increase the production of pulses, oilseeds and species, the government has reduced agriculture credit 
interest rates from 8 percent to 2 percent.  

ADP and Programmes in Agriculture Sector 

In the RADP of FY 2005-06, a total of Tk.631.70 crore was allocated for implementation of 76 
projects (Investment project: 64 and Technical Assistance projects: 12). Of the total project cost, 
Tk.521.14 crore (82.50% of total allocation) was financed from GoB and the remaining Tk.110.56 
crore (17.50% of total allocation) was financed from project aid. In FY 2005-06, a total of 
Tk.600.66 crore has been spent which is 95.10 percent of the total allocation. Twenty-seven 
development programmes are being implemented under the non-development budget for FY 2005-
06. In the revised non-development budget, a total of Tk. 209.72 crore has been allocated, out of 
which Tk 207.39 crore has been spent which was about 98.89 percent of the allocation. 

 
In the RADP of FY 2006-07, a total of Tk.764.13 crore was allocated for implementation of 79 
projects. Of the total amount Tk.604.67 crore came from GoB source and the rest Tk.159.46 crore 
from project aid. Up to June 2007 a total of Tk.588.06 crore (Tk.515.07 crore from GoB and 
Tk.72.99 crore from PA) has been spent which is 77 percent of the total allocation. 

 
Besides project implementation through ADP, 25 programmes were implemented under revenue 
budget by Ministry of Agriculture. In the revised revenue budget for FY 2006-07, a total of 
Tk.164.02 crore was allocated for this programme, out of which Tk.148.29 crore was spent, which 
is 96 percent of the allocation.  

Fisheries 

In FY 2005-06, the total production of fish was 23.29 lakh metric tons. Community-based fish 
culture, use of modern technology along with the different programmes implemented by the 
Department of Fisheries (DoF) at field levels, have been raising the inland fish production. These 
programmes include community based fish culture, stocking of fingerlings, restoration of habitats, 
establishment of sanctuaries, enforcement of different fish conservation acts and flood plain 
aquaculture. In FY 2006-07, the total production of fish is expected to be 24.41 metric tons. The 
table-7.7 shows the increased trend of fish production from FY 2000-01 to FY 2006-07. 
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Table-7.7: Fish Production Statistics from Different Sources 
                (In lakh metric tons) 
Sector Area 

(Lakh 
hactor) 

2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 
(Projected) 

1. Inland: 
(A) Capture 
  River and Estuaries 
  Sunderban 
  Beel 
  Kaptai lake 
  Flood plain 

 
 
10.32 
- 
1.14 
0.69 
28.33 

 
 
1.50 
0.12 
0.75 
0.07 
4.45 

 
 
1.44 
0.12 
0.76 
0.07 
4.50 

 
 
1.38 
0.14 
0.75 
0.07 
4.75 

 
 
1.37 
0.15 
0.75 
0.07 
4.98 

 
 
1.40 
0.16 
0.75 
0.07 
6.21 

 
 
1.38 
0.16 
0.78 
0.07 
7.18 

 
 
1.40 
0.16 
0.80 
0.07 
7.60 

Sub-Total 40.47 6.89 6.89 7.09 7.32 8.59 9.57 10.03 
(B) Culture 
  Ponds 
  Baors 
  Shrimp farms 

 
2.42 
0.05 
1.41 

 
6.16 
0.04 
0.93 

 
6.85 
0.04 
1.00 

 
7.52 
0.04 
1.01 

 
7.96 
0.04 
1.15 

 
7.57 
0.04 
1.21 

 
7.60 
0.04 
1.28 

 
7.90 
0.04 
1.30 

Sub–Total 3.88 7.13 7.87 8.57 9.15 8.82 8.92 9.24 
Total (Inland) 44.36 14.02 14.75 15.66 16.47 17.41 18.49 19.27 

2. Marine Fisheries 
  (A) Industrial 
  (B) Artisanal 

0.48 
sq.n.m 

 
0.24 
3.55 

 
0.30 
3.90 

 
0.28 
4.04 

 
0.32 
4.23 

 
0.34 
4.41 

 
0.34 
4.46 

 
0.46 
4.68 

Total  (Marine) - 3.79 4.20 4.32 4.55 4.75 4.80 5.14 
 Total - 17.81 18.90 19.98 21.02 22.16 23.29 24.41 
Source: Department of Fisheries, Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock 

Production of Fish Fries and Fingerlings 

Availability of high quality fish fingerlings is the main requirement for increasing fish production. 
The production and collection of fry/fingerling from natural sources has declined due to 
environmental changes and man made obstacles.  Due to construction of unplanned flood dam, 
irresponsible use of insecticides in the crop fields, Pollution of water etc. cause the declining 
scenario of fry production from the natural sources. Several steps were taken by government for 
the restoration of the natural breeding habitats. Inbreeding is the major problem for fish seed 
production in the hatchery. To overcome this problem, DoF developed infrastructural facilities in 
33 government farms and raised brood stock there by collecting fries from the natural stocks. 
These brood fishes are distributed to private hatchery owners at a concession price. The 
production statistics of fish spawn and fish fries both by public and private sector are shown in the 
table 7.8 below: 

Table-7.8: Production Statistics of Carp Spawn/Fingerling by Public and Private Sector 
Hatcheries 

Year No.of hatcheries Spawn(MT.) No. of fry/fingerlings(crore) 
 Public Private Public Private Total Public Private Total 

2001 112 667 3.66 214.68 218.34 2.75 505.46 508.21 
2002 112 671 3.23 271.28 274.51 3.00 517.00 520.00 
2003 112 696 3.90 297.78 301.68 3.50 517.00 520.50 
2004 112 756 4.80 345.23 350.03 1.84 520.00 521.84 
2005 112 731 5.13 315.89 321.02 2.08 461.03 463.11 
2006 110 764 4.82 407.83 412.65 1.24 428.28 429.52 
Source: Department of Fisharies, Ministry of Fisharies and Livestock 
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Protection and Conservation Programme for Jatka 

In FY 2003-04 and FY 2004-05, government allocated Tk.141.00 lakh and Tk.146.50 lakh 
respectively for the implementation of Fish Act to protect Jatka. At the same time, in FY 2003-
2004, government gave food assistance through VGF programme to 36327 numbers of fishers of 
Chandpur district during the banned period. As a result, hilsa production increased from 2.00 Lakh 
MT to 2.55 Lakh MT which earned additional revenue to the tune of Tk.840 crore. In FY 2004-05, 
one thousand metric ton rice was distributed as food assistance among 70,000 Jatka fishers of 6 
districts. In 2004-05, government created a new economic code in the name of “development 
programme for the rehabilitation of Jatka fishers” and allocated Tk.2.00 crore through food for 
works/VGD for the rehabilitation of Jatka fishers of 7 districts. In FY 2005-06, government 
allocated Tk 3.00 crore for the rehabilitation and alternate livelihoods of the fishers of 64 Upazilas 
of 11 districts. During the 10-16 March 2007, Jatka week was observed countrywide as a national 
programme to protect Jatka and allow them to grow as Hilsa. Due to aforesaid steps taken by the 
government, it is expected that the production of Hilsa in the current year would increase. 

Annual Development Programme (ADP) for Fishery Sector 

In FY 2006-07, Tk.57.21 crore has been allocated against 16 ongoing projects under the ADP. Of 
them, Tk.44.06 crore was spent in 2006-07 which is 77 percent of the total allocation.  

Activities taken for the Development of Fishery Sector 

For the sustainable development of Fishery sector, the government has already formulated 
National Fishery Strategy (NFS) on the basis of the National Fishery Policy. Based on this 
strategy, the Department of Fisheries formulated some action plans in consultation with different 
stakeholders. This strategy comprises the following 8 sub strategies:  

 Aquaculture Strategy 
 Aquaculture Extension Strategy 
 Inland Capture Fisheries Strategy 
 Marine Sector Strategy 
 Shrimp Strategy 
 Monitoring and Evaluation Strategy 
 Human Resource Development Strategy 
 Quality Control Strategy 

‘Marine Food Act 2005’, ‘Marine Fish and Shrimp Hatchery Act, 2005’ and ‘Fish Quarantine Act, 
2005’ have been enacted with a view to accelerate the development programmes in fishery sector. 
These measures will enhance environmental protection, production of quality fish and marine 
fisheries and increased fish exports. Amendment to ‘the Fisheries Preservation Act’ and ‘the Fish 
and Fish Product (Inspection and Quality Control) Rules 1997 are underway to redefine the size of 
Jatka.    

The government has given emphasis on the hygenic and safe fish preservation in the domestic 
market of the country. To control illegal uses of chemicals like formalin for preservation of fish, 
mobile court has been conducted and punishment has been awarded to the fish traders resorted to 
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this illegal practice and at the same time mass awareness programmes have been undertaken 
throughout the country.  

Livestock 

The share of the livestock sub-sector in GDP at constant prices was 2.92 percent, which was 17.2 
percent of agriculture and forestry sector in FY 2005-06. The share of this sector is projected at 
2.90 percent of GDP, which would be 17.7 percent of agriculture and forestry sector in FY 2006-
07. Among the sub-sectors of the broad agriculture sector, the growth of the livestock sub-sector is 
the highest. In FY 2005-06, the growth of this sub-sector was 6.15 percent, which is projected at 
5.85 percent in FY 2006-07. Though the share of the live-stock sub-sector in GDP is small, but it 
has immense contribution to meeting the daily protein requirements, cultivation, production and 
export of leather and leather goods. 

According to the estimate by the Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock, the number of the livestock 
and poultry raised to 4 crore 75 lakh and 24 crore 60 lakh respectively in 2006-07. Table 7.9 
shows the growth of the livestock and poultry of the country over the past few years.  

Table-7.9: Number of the Livestock and Poultry in Bangladesh 
Livestock/ Number (in million) 
Poultry 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 

(Estimated) 
2006-07 

(Estimated) 
Cattle 22.39 22.46 22.58 22.60 22.67 22.80 22.87 
Buffalo 0.92 0.97 1.01 1.06 1.11 1.16 1.21 
Goat 16.27 16.96 17.69 18.41 19.16 19.94 20.75 
Sheep 2.11 2.20 2.29 2.38 2.47 2.57 2.68 
Total 
(Livestock) 

40.69 41.59 42.52 43.45 44.41 46.47 47.51 

Chicken 142.68 152.24 162.44 172.63 183.45 194.82 206.89 
Duck 33.83 34.67 35.54 36.40 37.28 38.17 39.08 
Total 
(Poultry) 

176.51 186.91 197.98 209.03 220.73 232.99 245.97 

Source: Department of Livestock, Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock 

The production of milk, meat (beef, mutton and chicken) and egg have been on the increase over 
the past several years. Table 7.10 summarises the production statistics of milk, meat and eggs 
since 2000-01:  

 
Table-7.10: Production of Milk, Meat and Egg 

(In million ton) 
Product Production 
 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 

Milk 1.74 1.78 1.82 1.99 2.14 2.27 2.28 
Meat 0.75 0.78 0.83 0.91 1.06 1.13 1.03 
Eggs 4097 4424 4777 4780 5623 5422 5370 
Source: Department of Livestock, Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock 
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Artificial Insemination of Cattle  

Artificial Insemination is an important and successful programme for livestock development. 
Semen is collected from the bulls reared in the Central Cattle Breeding Station at Savar and other 
22 District Artificial Centres, and processed as diluted and frozen semen to run the Artificial 
Insemination Extension Programme. A total number of 1670 Sub-Centres and points are in 
operation to run the Artificial Insemination Extension Programme by using both diluted and 
frozen semen. The number of cows inseminated in FY 2005-06 stood at 16.09 lakh and up to 
March in FY 2006-07, the number reached 12.47 lakh.  

Vaccination of Livestock and Poultry to Control Disease 

The Government of Bangladesh have been producing fifteen different types of livestock and 
poultry vaccine to immune the livestock and poultry. During the period from FY 2001-02 to FY 
2006-07 a total dose of 141.26 crore vaccines was produced and distributed. Up to June 2007, the 
stock of vaccine stood at 2.30 crore doses. 

Dairy Development  

In order to bring about positive changes in dairy sector, a programme has been undertaken to 
provide grants to the dairy firms established at the private sector initiative. Tk. 5.00 crore has been 
distributed among the dairy farmers as incentives in each of the fiscal year from FY 2003-04 to 
FY 2005-06 having registered 4775, 5318 and 5364 dairy farms respectively.  

Livestock Act 

To control diseases and to protect diseases of the livestock coming from abroad and to ensure 
public health, the ‘Animal Quarantine Act-2005’ and ‘Animal Disease Prevention and Control 
Act-2005’ has been enacted. 

Development of Infrastructure 

Sixty-four District Veterinary Hospitals have been established in district headquarters for the 
expansion of modern veterinary services to the farmers. Technical supports are provided to poultry 
and dairy farms through evaluation of feeds, besides the modern veterinary services. The 
programme also includes determination of afla toxin in animal feeds. Moreover, 464 Thana 
Veterinary Dispensaries located at Upazilas have been converted into Upazila Livestock 
Development Complex (ULDC). Currently, 325 ULDCs are functioning and providing services 
which includes training to small-scale dairy and poultry farmers and advice to farmers. The 
construction of the rest 139 ULDC is going on. 

The following policy/programme has already been taken for the development of livestock: 

 Tax holiday for the farmers; 
 Rebate in electricity consumption at 20 percent for the commercial/private farms; 
 25 percent cash incentive for export of poultry and poultry products; 
 Duty exemption for equipment, drugs, vaccines used in the farms and  
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 Import restriction on poultry and poultry products from bird flu affected countries to keep 
the country free from bird flu.  

Avian Influenza/Bird Flu 

Outbreak of Avian Influenza/Bird Flu have been identified first on 22 February 2007 at the Biman 
Poultry Complex at Savar, Dhaka. According to the latest report of the control room of DLS, a 
total of 92 farms and backyard farms has been infected till August 2007 which include Dhaka, 
Gazipur, Narayanganj, Jamalpur, Noakhali, Tangail, Gaibandha, Jessore and Magura. It is also 
reported that a total of 264,037 poultry, ducks and pigeons have been culled and properly disposed 
of after getting the report of sample examination in the CDIL, FDIL and BLRI laboratories. The 
Government has taken a massive programme to control Avian Influenza/Bird Flu.  

Annual Development Programme (ADP) 

In FY 2006-07, twelve development projects of ADP with an allocation of Tk.58.75 crore have 
been implemented under livestock sub-sector. The total spend stood Tk.49.75 crore which is 85 
percent of total allocation. 
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